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16 User’s Guide

GT31 Expansion of Nazi
Germany, 1933–1939

Use this transparency to stimulate discussion about the
expansion of Nazi Germany before World War II.

BACKGROUND

Upon climbing to power in 1933, Adolf Hitler played
upon the fears of the western European democra-

cies in order to expand Nazi Germany.
In 1934, Hitler signed a nonaggression pact with

Poland. In January 1935, the League of Nations held a
plebiscite in the Saar region. Its people, under Nazi
influence, voted to become part of Germany. In March
1936, Hitler defied the Versailles Treaty by sending
troops into the Rhineland region. In March 1938,
German troops moved into Austria and united it with
Germany. Next, Hitler began the takeover of
Czechoslovakia, which was the only democracy in cen-
tral Europe and had a strong alliance with France. In
the summer of 1938, he took the Sudetenland region,
the mostly German-speaking fringe around the western
half of Czechoslovakia. Hitler then proclaimed that
Germany must have the rest of the country.

In September of 1938, the Munich Conference con-
vened to determine the fate of Czechoslovakia.
Representatives of England, France, Italy, and
Germany attended, but Czechoslovakia was not invited.
The Munich agreement sentenced the remainder of
Czechoslovakia to join the German Reich. Britain and
France had hoped that this would be all that Hitler
wanted, but he seized the Memel region in March 1939.
He then started grumbling about German claims to
Danzig and the Polish Corridor. In September 1939,
Hitler’s armies crushed Poland. Britain and France then
declared war, and World War II had begun.

Questions and Activities
1. In what direction did Germany primarily expand? (to

the east and the southeast)
2. Why was France nervous about German actions in

1935–36? (Possible answer: Germany occupied the
Rhineland and the Saar, regions bordering France.)

3. What might have been a geographical effect of Italy’s
alliance with Germany in 1936? (Possible answer: It
sealed the fate of Austria, the only country between
them.)

4. What strategic advantage would France and the
Soviet Union have in a war against Germany?
(Possible answer: The Germans would face enemies
on both their eastern and western borders.)

GT32 The Battle of Britain,
1940–1941

Use this transparency to discuss the Battle of Britain.

BACKGROUND

After the defeat of France in World War II, Hitler
turned his attention to England. In June of 1940,

he began a massive air assault on that island nation.
The British defended their country with 2,900

planes, while the German air force, called the
Luftwaffe, attacked with around 4,500 planes. However,
that was the only advantage the Germans had in this
conflict. During the campaign, they were plagued with
an inconsistent battle plan. On some missions, they
destroyed British ports and disrupted shipping lanes,
while on others they bombed airfields and combat
installations. They also tried bombing population cen-
ters. In addition, German bombers could not carry the
payload necessary to deliver a permanently devastating
blow. Also, these planes were vulnerable to British
attacks because German fighters could not escort the
bombers all the way to England. On the other hand, the
British benefited from having a single goal as well as the
best technology and fighters available. Newly developed
radar alerted them to the German raids, and the British
Spitfire was the most advanced fighter plane in the
world.

Still, Germany came close to defeating the British.
In September, however, the course of the battle
changed when the Luftwaffe targeted cities exclusively.
With the British airfields free from German attacks, the
Royal Air Force thwarted the German attempt to win
air superiority. Faced with British resolve, Hitler called
off the attacks in May 1941.

Questions and Activities
1. What is the shortest distance that a German plane

would have to cover on a round-trip bombing mis-
sion to Glasgow? (about 900 miles)

2. In what areas of England were most of the night-
fighter bases located? (along the eastern and south-
ern coasts)

3. How did the occupation of France help the Germans
launch the Battle of Britain? (Possible answer: It
allowed them to increase their bomber bases and
have several closer to England.)

4. What city or cities received more than ten bomber
raids? (London)

5. What city or cities received 6–10 major raids?
(Liverpool, Birmingham, Bristol, and Plymouth)
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